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Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
Supreme leader

the power to dismiss him.

Serves as commander in chief of the
military, appoints leaders of Iran’s top
councils, aversees the president and has
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The Revolutionary
Guards, an elite force

Ayatollah Khamenei appoints the top
leaders of the Guards — a force that is
perhaps 120,000 strong — but his
leadership is not monolithic. Military
officers in Iran have seized power in the
past, and analysts don't entirgly dismiss
the possibility of a commander of the
Guards trying to oust the mullahs,

National Security Council

Foreign policy advisory body led by
the president. It also advises
Ayatollah Khamenel on nuclear
palicy.

Mahmoud

Ahmadinejad

President

Highest popularly elected official and
head of the government, but is
subordinate to the supreme leader,
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Quds Force
Revolutionary Guards,
international operations

The Quds commander reports directly to
the supreme leader. The force has
traditionally limited its operations to the
Middle East and has almost always
worked through proxies, Some of its
proxies include Hezbollah in Lebanon, the
Palestinian group Hamas and some
elements of the Taliban in Afghanistan. .

l wha is the head of state.
> Foreign Minister

—  Minister of
Intelligence

> Minister of Defense

Regular military forces
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- Karin Abcarians Screen Invasion

“A thinking woman's romantic comedy”o
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