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Statement of the “Jewbareh Committee”

The Gruesome Murder of a Jewish Woman
In the Jewish Quarter of Isfahan, Iran

Los Angeles, December 6th 2012

According to the latest findings, a 57 year old, married Jewish
woman named Toobah Nehdaran (N.) has been murdered in
a brutal and possibly ritual manner on the night of Monday
November 26th 2012, in her own home near the “Kareem
Saaghi” Mosque in the Jewish quarter of the city of Isfahan
in Iran, called the “Jewbareh”. The victim, who lived in a dire
financial situation in a dilapidated house, in one of the poorest
areas of the city, was also taking care of her two sisters, who
lived there, one of them blind. The victim’s husband was in
Tehran, attending the 30th day of his father’s passing.

This news was originally reported on November 28th, in “The
Times of Israel’[2], in an interview with Mr. Menasheh Amir, a
well known, highly respected and long time radio reporter in the
Farsi section of the “Voice of Israel”.

According to the above report, the murder took place against
the background of the victim's previous official complaint
against the takeover of a section of her family residence, by
Islamic “religious radicals” for annexation to the neighboring
Mosque and harassment for the sale of the rest of the property,
and therefore, under suspicious circumstances. Isfahani locals
have confirmed to us that in fact the whole area, including
the victim’s home, has been targeted for expropriation, and
four years ago the Isfahan Jewish Association’s attorney had
intervened on behalf of the victim.

Already many Jewish homes in the old quarter have been
expropriated, since their owners have been too scared to
return and live there, says a Jewish Isfahani in Los Angeles.
Google Earth aerial photos show a patchwork of small square
“parks”, replacing old Jewish homes, while Isfahani locals say
these “parks” are frequented by drug users.

Several “thugs broke into the home, tied up her two sisters
and repeatedly stabbed her to death,” according to the above
report, which also specifies that the two sisters were spared,
but the killers, as if in a ritual manner, “butchered” the victim’s
body and “cut off her hands”. Our investigation indicates that
the victim’s body was surrendered to the family and the local
Rabbis who had requested it, on Thursday, November 29th.
People, who have seen the body, talk of mutilation as the result
of multiple stabbings, following the strangulation of the victim.
One witness, overwhelmed by the scene, believes that it is
highly improbable that “burglars” would have killed someone
in this manner

Rumors aimed at diluting the nature of the crime and absolving
the authorities before any investigation, are however being
spread among the Jewish communities in Iran.

At this time, the Jewbareh community and Isfahani Jews

are horrified due to lack of security, the existence of highly
discriminatory laws against religious minorities, lack of trust
towards the authorities who have historically covered up
religious or political assassinations and the highly charged
religious atmosphere during the month of Moharram, which is
a month of zealous mourning and ceremonial rituals.

The Jewbareh area of Isfahan (pronounced Jew-Baareh),
literally meaning the “Jewish Wall”, or “Jewish Fortification”, is
one of the most ancient urban districts in Iran, inhabited by
Jews for about 2,500 years. This area, once much bigger and
called “Judea”, is now home to only a few Jewish families, due
to the circumstances leading to the emigration of the majority
of non Muslims from their ancestral homeland.

In the last several years, numerous Jewish properties,
graveyards, synagogues, schools and historical monuments
and locations, have either been expropriated or destroyed, or
are under the threat of being taken over all over Iran, even
though there is plenty of unused land as well as very well
established Islamic Mosques, centers and schools. It is certain
that the Iranian regime has been implementing a policy of
planned, gradual extinction of religious minorities in Iran.

Discriminatory laws in Iran, include uneven punishments for
the same crimes, if the victims are non Muslim. There is no
“retribution” (Qissaass) law for murdering non Muslims by
Muslims and perpetrators can get away only with monetary
fines. This may have contributed or even facilitated this murder.

The “Jewbareh Committee” has appealed to all the kind
hearted Muslims and neighbors in Isfahan and around the
Jewbareh district, as well as honest police officers, to observe
the situation, report any suspicious findings and push the
authorities to launch a fair investigation into this matter. We
have also cautioned the Iranian and local Isfahani authorities
that they will be held responsible for the security and safety of
the witnesses as well as that of the whole Jewish community
in Iran. The “Jewbareh Committee” also demands that the
authorities allow neutral foreign observers to review the entire
case.

The Jewbareh “Committee also hereby appeals to all human
rights, minority related and Iran related organizations and
institutions to intervene and demand a full investigation by
the local Iranian authorities, and by international jurists and
observers. In addition, we appeal to the international news
media to cover the story and its development.

The Jewbareh committee shall be issuing further statements
and updates, as needed, and can be contacted at:
jewbareh@gmail.com
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